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Team News UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 February 21:  

Spring Dance 6:00-

8:00 

 February 24:  Bas-

ketball at Allison 

 February 24:  PIB 

Project Showcase 

(2nd Floor Class-

rooms and Library) 

 February 24:  

WPSProud Week at 

Andy’s Frozen Cus-

tard (Take Flyer) 

 February 26:  Bas-

ketball at Robinson 

 February 29:  Re-

gional Science 

Olympiad 

 March 2:  Dairy 

Queen Night (E. 

Central) 

 March 3:  NAL 

Awards Banquet 

 March 3-8:  Or-

chestra Orlando 

Trip 

 March 8:  Spring 

Forward—Daylight 

Savings Time 

At conferences 

you received a 

letter and an 

envelope asking 

you to write a 

positive note to your student to 

receive during state assessments.  

Those notes are due to the math 

teacher by Friday, February 28.   

  

Have questions about homework? 

The Homework Hotline is here to 

help!  Students at all grade levels 

who have questions about their 

assignments, as well as parents and 

guardians who need support while 

helping their child at home, can call 

or email the Homework Hotline. The 

Homework Hotline is open Monday 

through Thursday from 3:30 – 7:30 

p.m.   Call for help: 973-4411.   

 

On Wednesday, Ms. Van Horn was  

awarded the 2019-2020 

Distinguished Classroom Teacher 

Award for Middle School. She has 

been lucky to teach so many terrific 

students and work with best staff for 

the last 16 years at Robinson Middle 

School.  They have all made her job 

very easy!  Thank you everyone! 

Students need to have all hours of 

community service hours turned in 

on the first Friday of May.  6th:  15 

hours; 7th:  20 hours, and 8th:  25 

hours.  If the hours are not 

completed CHARGE grades will be 

lowered a letter grade.  Check 

http://bit.ly/pibcommunityservice  

or google classroom or for the 

amount of hours they have turned 

in.  Log sheets are available on our 

team page on the Robinson 

Website.  

 

A community service opportunity 

over spring break is United Way 

Youth Days of Caring.  Registration  

is now open - http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/youth-

days-of-caring 

6th, 7th, 8th PIB 

Project Showcase 

February 

24, 2020 

5:00 to 

7:00 

http://bit.ly/pibcommunityservice
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/youth-days-of-caring
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/youth-days-of-caring
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/youth-days-of-caring
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Volunteers Needed 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Have a picture of you volunteering? 

Send it to Denise Van Horn to include in our PIB Presentations 
and Newsletters. 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/


P A G E  3  

Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

We will test this week over Numerical Summaries 

of Data on Wednesday.  Thursday and Friday we 

will use all the Post-Tests that we’ve collected to 

prepare for the final test over Course 1.  We will 

take the final next Monday and Tuesday (March 

2nd and 3rd); and, then, we get to start the Course 

2 book. 

This will be the final week for Chemistry with a 

focus on mixtures v. compounds.  I expect we’ll 

have a short test over it at the end of the week or 

early next week.  I’ll let the students know as 

soon as the plan is finalized.  I will check pages 

52-53 in the spirals in addition to the labs as we 

complete them (located behind the Science tab in 

their binders).   

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will finish reading Alice’s Adventure in Won-

derland and then we will read The Importance of 

Imagination. We will also begin our Fictional Nar-

rative Performance Based  Writing Assessment 

next week. 

Next week we will be completing chapter 11. 

There will be a test over this chapter on Thursday. 

Then we will be learning about how science in an-

cient Rome still influences us today. 

Students will be presenting the websites based on 

the interviews with their oldest living relatives next 

week. Please be sure that all spelling, sentence, 

and capitalization errors are fixed before your 

presentation and to be sure that your website 

shows your best effort. We will take the Wordly 

Wise Lesson 13 quiz on Wednesday. 

Next week students will read through chapter five 

their novel, Pobre Ana, and complete a variety of 

activities to facilitate comprehension of the chap-

ters. 

The students have been doing a great job with 

Pobre Ana. Next week we will read and act out 

Cap. 3. If all goes well we will take a comprehen-

sion quiz on Thursday and enjoy a newly released 

Sr. Wooly video on Friday! 

In the topic Numerical Summaries of Data, stu-

dents learn about measures of central tendency 

and measures of variability and when each is the 

most appropriate measure for a given data set. 

Students may have an informal or intuitive under-

standing of “average,” but this topic formalizes 

the ideas of the mean and median of a data set. 

Students should be approaching 70% in Mathia. 



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will continue working on Module 2 Topic 2:  Linear Relationships where we will continue working on 

writing equations of lines in context, by tables and by graphs  We will begin learning about slope inter-

cept and point slope forms of equations.  Our topic test will be on Tuesday, March 3, if the students who 

are leaving on the orchestra trip want to take the test early, just let me know.  Reminder that 75% of 

Mathia is due by Monday, March 9.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thurs-

day at lunch in my classroom.   

Students will continue through The Little Prince. 

The seventh graders will continue our The Little 

Prince novel study this coming week.  In addition, 

the second component of the personal project is 

Monday, Feb. 24.  Our Personal Project Fair, 

where students will share their research projects, 

is that night from 5-7pm.  Please talk to your stu-

dent about their project and their progress.  Final-

ly, History Day is Friday, Feb. 28!  If your student 

is participating, please be on the lookout for 

forms and information! 

7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will continue their 

study of linear relationships by exploring slope in ta-

bles, graphs, and equations.  The end of the quarter is 

coming up – be sure you’re on track to complete 75% 

of Mathia! 

7th Grade Algebra::  Math students will finish the first 

statistics unit early next week – watch for a test on 

Tuesday or Wednesday!  The end of the quarter is com-

ing up – be sure you’re on track to complete 75% of 

Mathia! 
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Seventh Grade PIB 

On Thursday, February 27th, students will take 

grammar quizzes for Chapter 3B, which include 

how to make adjectives plural and how to conju-

gate the verb "ser" in the present tense.  Please 

remind your student to use the activities on 

Google classroom to help prepare for the quizzes. 

Seventh graders will be studying cells next week. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Next week students will review and practice for 

the test over Chapter 6A.  The listening and read-

ing comprehension tests will be on Wednesday 

and the presentational writing test will be on 

Thursday. 

Eighth graders will be studying genetic variation 

and natural selection next week. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Taylor—Math Van Horn—Math 

This coming week, the eighth graders will continue 

their small group novel studies.  In addition, the sec-

ond component of the personal project is Monday, 

Feb. 24.  Our Personal Project Fair, where students will 

share their research projects, is that night from 5-

7pm.  Please talk to your student about their project 

and their progress.  Finally, History Day is Friday, Feb. 

28!  If your student is participating, please be on the 

lookout for forms and information! 

Math students will finish the first statistics unit 

early next week – watch for a test on Tuesday or 

Wednesday!  The end of the quarter is coming up 

– be sure you’re on track to complete 75% of Ma-

thia! 

Students will continue their Small Group Novel 

Study discussions and activities.  

 

In this introduction into Trigonometry, students 

have been looking at The Tangent Ratio (Tangent, 

Cotangent, and Inverse Tangent), The Sine Ratio 

(Sine, Cosecant, and Inverse Sine), and will be 

moving to the Cosine Ratio (Cosine, Secant, and 

Inverse Cosine). Students should be approaching 

70% in Mathia. 

We will continue working on M4 T1:  One Variable 

Statistics.  Our topic test will be on Tuesday, 

March 3, if the students who are leaving on the 

orchestra trip want to take the test early, just let 

me know.  Reminder that 75% of Mathia is due 

by Monday, March 9.  If you need additional help, 

ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thursday at 

lunch in my classroom.   
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




